
High Limb grade for columnar trees has been a hot topic this past year. As a result, we have reviewed 
our practices and set new standards for what we will call High Limb.  
 
To grade columnar trees such as Regal Prince® Oak, we are looking for branches on either side of the 
trunk to indicate where the limbing height begins. We’d like to see the limbing height around 18” with 
grace up to 23”. 

This guideline applies to:
 
•	 Frans Fontaine European Hornbeam
•	 Pyramidal European Hornbeam
•	 Firespire® Musclewood
•	 Kindred Spirit® Oak
•	 Regal Prince® Oak
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EXAMPLES

STANDARD GRADE

In this example, the first branch 
starts at 18”, the second at 19”, 
and the third at 23”. While the 
branching is staggered, the 
branches are relatively close 
to each other. To determine 
the starting point, we only 
need two reference points. The 
closest points are at 18” and 19”, 
which keeps the tree within the 
standard grade category.
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EXAMPLES

STANDARD GRADE
This tree has a branch at 14”, and 
the next one is at 18”. The closest 
branch after that is at 21”. The 
limbing height will be determined 
at the 18” mark. Since the next limb 
is still below 24”, the tree remains 
classified as standard grade.
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EXAMPLES

STANDARD GRADE
There are two branches at 24”, with 
additional branches at 18” and 21”. 
This tree will be graded as standard 
size.
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EXAMPLES

HIGH LIMB
The branching starts above 24”
qualifying this tree as High Limb. 

>24”


